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(•) 19 Pamary, Abedery, and 
Kataushy (Purus R., Brazil):
Once upon a time, people heard a rumbling above 
and below the ground; the sun and moon turned red, 
blue, and yellow; and wild beasts mingled fearlessly 
with man. A month later, they saw darkness ascend-
ing from the earth to the sky, accompanied by a roar 
and by thunder and heavy rain. Everything was in 
dreadful confusion. Some people lost themselves. 
Some died without knowing why. The water rose to 
cover the earth, and people took refuge in the 
highest trees. There they perished from cold and 
hunger, for it continued to be dark and rainy. Only 
Uassu and his wife survived. When they came down 
after the flood, they could not find even a sign of a 
single corpse. They had many children. Today, the 
Pamarys build their houses on the river, so that when 
the water rises, they may rise with it. 
[Gaster, pp. 125-126]

(•) 23 Araucania (coastal Chile):
Two great serpents made the sea rise to determine which of 
them had the more powerful magic. The flood came after a 
strong earthquake and volcanic eruption. The people took 
refuge on a mountain called Thegtheg ("thundering" or 
"sparkling") which floated close to the sun. Afterwards, 
whenever the Araucanians felt an earthquake, they would 
flee to the hills carrying bowls to protect their heads from 
the sun's heat. [Vitaliano, p. 173; Frazer, p. 262]

(•) 20 Eastern Brazil 
(Cape Frio region):
The great god Tupi warned a medicine man named 
Tamanduare of a coming great flood that would 
cover the earth, and he told Tamanduare to seek 
refuge on a lofty peak with a palm tree at its top. 
Tamanduare and his family went there immediately, 
and when they arrived, it began to rain. It continued 
to rain until the whole earth was flooded. The water 
covered even the summit of the mountain, and 
Tamanduare and his family climbed into the palm 
tree and live there, eating its fruit, until the water 
subsided. Then they descended and repopulated the 
devastated world. [Frazer, pp. 255-256]

(•) 21 Inca (Peru):
A large, rich city once existed on the Altiplano. 
One day, a group of ragged Indians came and 
warned the proud inhabitants that the city would 
be destroyed by earthquake, flood, and fire. 
Most inhabitants just scoffed and eventually had 
the ragged people flogged and thrown out. Some 
of the city's priests, though, heeded the warning 
and went to live as hermits in a temple on a hill. 
Some time later, a red cloud appeared on the 
horizon. Soon it had grown and covered the 
area, and its red glow eerily lit the night. 
Suddenly, with a flash and a rumble, an earth-
quake destroyed many of the city's buildings, 
and a red rain poured down. Other earthquakes 
and more rain followed, and a flood soon 
covered the ruined city; this water is Lake 
Titicaca today. None of the city's inhabitants 
survived save the priests. The descendants of the 
prophets became the Callawayas, wise men of 
the valleys. [Gifford, pp. 55-56]

(•) 22 Ancasmarca (near Cuzco, Peru):
A month before the flood came, the sheep showed much sadness, watching the 
stars at night and not eating. Their shepherd asked what bothered them, and 
they told him that the conjunction of stars foretold the destruction of the world 
by water. The shepherd and his six children gathered all the food and sheep they 
could and took them to the top of the very tall mountain Ancasmarca. As the 
flood water rose, the mountain rose higher, so its top was never submerged, and 
the mountain later sank with the water. The six children repopulated the 
province after the flood. [Frazer, pp. 270-271]

(•) 18 Carib (Antilles):
The Master of Spirits, angered at the people for not 
giving the offerings due him, caused a heavy rain to 
fall for several days, drowning the people. Only a 
few survived, escaping by canoe to an isolated 
mountain. This flood separated the Carib's islands 
from the mainland and caused their present terrain. 
[Frazer, p. 281]

(•) 17 Tarahumara (Northern Mexico):
When all the world was flooded, a little boy and girl climbed 
the mountain Lavachi ("Gourd") south of Panalachic. They 
came down when the flood subsided, bringing with them three 
grains of corn and three beans. The rocks were so soft that their 
feet sank into them, leaving footprints that can still be seen 
today. They planted the corn, slept and dreamed, and harvested. 
All Tarahumares are descended from them. [Frazer, p. 281]

(•) 14 Luiseño (Southern California):
A great flood covered high mountains and drowned most people. 
A few saved themselves on a knoll called Mora by the Spaniards 
and Katuta by the Indians, staying there until the flood went 
down. The hill still has stones, ashes, and heaps of seashells 
showing where the Indians cooked their food. 
[Gaster, pp. 115-116]

(•) 15 Pawnee (Nebraska):
The first people on the earth were giants, very big and strong. They did not 
believe in the creator Ti-ra-wa. They thought nothing could overcome them. 
They grew increasingly worse. At last Ti-ra-wa grew angry and raised the 
water to the level of the land so that the ground became soft. The giants sank 
into the mud and drowned. Their bones can still be found today. Ti-ra-wa then 
created a man and woman, like people of today, and gave them corn. The 
Pawnees are descended from them. [Grinnell, pp. 355-356]

(•) 12 Chitimacha (Southern Louisiana):
Long ago, a great storm came. The people baked a great earthen pot, in which 
two people saved themselves. Since rattlesnakes were then the friends of man, 
two rattlesnakes were saved in the pot, too. The red-headed woodpecker clung 
to the sky, but the waters rose so high they wet and marked his tail. When the 
waters sank, the woodpecker was sent to find land, but he could find none. 
The dove was sent next and came back with a grain of sand. When this grain 
was placed on the water, it spread out and became dry land. [Judson, p. 19]

(•) 16 Cheyenne (Minnesota):
The Great Spirit created three kinds of men: red men, white men with hairy 
heads, and hairy men with hair all over their body. The hairy men went to the 
barren south and eventually dwindled in numbers and disappeared. The red 
men went south after the Great Spirit taught them culture. They went north 
again when the Great Medicine told them the south would be flooded. In the 
north, they found that the white men had gone and they could no longer talk to 
the animals, though they could still control them. Later, they went south again, 
but another flood came and scattered them, and they never came together 
again. They traveled in small bands to the north, but they found it barren, so 
they returned south and lived the best they could. One particularly hard winter 
had earthquakes, volcanoes, and floods which destroyed all the trees. The 
people spent the long winter in caves and were almost famished the following 
spring. The Great Medicine, in pity, gave them corn and buffalo. Since then, 
there have been no more famines or floods. [Erdoes & Ortiz, pp. 112-113]

(•) 11 Yakima (Washington):
In early times, many people had gone to war with other tribes; even medicine men had killed people. But there 
were still some good people. One of the good men heard from the Land Above that a big water was coming. He 
told the other good people, and they decided they would make a dugout boat from the largest cedar they could 
find. Soon after the canoe was finished, the flood came, filling the valleys and covering the mountains. The bad 
people were drowned; the good people were saved in the boat. We don't know how long the flood stayed. The 
canoe came down where it was built and can still be seen on the east side of Toppenish Ridge. The earth will be 
destroyed by another flood if people do wrong a second time. [Clark, p. 45]

(•) 13 Squamish 
(British Columbia):
When the Squamish saw the great flood 
coming, they held a council and decided 
to make a giant canoe. The men worked 
day and night to make this canoe, the 
biggest ever, and the women made a long 
rope of oiled cedar fibers with which they 
tied the canoe to a giant rock. They put 
every baby into the canoe, with food and 
water. They selected the bravest young 
man and the mother of the youngest baby 
to go as their guardians. No one cried as 
the waters rose and drowned everyone 
else. After several days, the man saw a 
speck far to the south. By the next day, he 
could see that it was a mountain top, 
Mount Baker. He cut the rope and 
paddled to it, and made a new home 
there. The outline of the canoe can still be 
seen halfway up the slope of Mount 
Baker. [Clark, pp. 42-43]

(•) 24 Yamana (Tierra del Fuego)
(1) Senior Sun appeared suddenly in the east and set fire to entire 
region (2) Senior Sun set fire to everything and made the ocean 
water boil. He fled to the sky and became a bright star that is no 
longer visible.

The natives of Tierra del Fuego, in the extreme south of South 
America, tell a fantastic and obscure story of a great flood. They say 
that the sun was sunk in the sea, that the waters rose tumultuously, 
and that all the earth was submerged except a single very high 
mountain, on which a few people found refuge

Pacific drop

>>> Earth rotation >>>  speed at equador 1,674.4 km/h or 1,040.4 mph.
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